
D.E.S.I.G.N. features furniture, lamps and other home 

gadgets from the last 150 years, from some of the world’s best

designers. Here are 69 classic, clever and crazy objects from 

around the world. You might find something you recognise!





Starck had been in a restaurant eating delicious seafood, when he looked at the octopus on his 

plate, then at the lemon in his hand. He wiped his mouth with a napkin and – presto! – on the 

greasy napkin he drew the squeezer. He immediately rushed out and 

showed the napkin to the owner of the Alessi company. 

 Is the squeezer an octopus, or a spaceship on
 spindly legs?
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Tord Boontje

When Tord Boontje’s daughter was four years old, 

she loved flowers, leaves and butterflies, like most 

little girls. So her dad designed a special lamp for her: 

a hanging bouquet.

 It looks too delicate for a lamp. Could it really 

survive a toy aeroplane attack? And what if the 

skipping rope hit it? No need to worry. The lamp is 

made of Tyvek, a very strong 
synthetic paper that’s tear-proof, heat-

proof and waterproof. So the lamp can last many, 

many years – unless some small Tarzan decides 

to swing on it… At night, it conjures up the 
jungle, with shadowy leaves 
and flowers.

 Tord Boontje wanted his lamp to be cheap, so you 

can buy the pieces packed in an envelope and put 

them together at home.
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